Szymanski
February 14, 2014

Weekend Homework

Parents, 

Happy Valentine’s Day!  We had a nice day today and ended it with the “excitement” of passing candy and cards.  We are back to a “normal” week next week.  No ISAT simulation!  Believe me.  We are ALL glad that is over!  

ISAT Simulation – I have had lots of questions about the simulations this week.  Questions concerned what can be done for the child, how they did and how stressed the kids are/were.  I wanted to give a little information about the ISAT this year.  The “game” is different.  The ISAT is in the process of being exited from Illinois.  Next year, the kids will take the “PARCC” test.  This test is VERY different.  It is MUCH harder and scares all of us way more than the ISAT.  The materials the kids have been faced with this week are “sample tests” that give us an idea of what the test may be like next year.  Every teacher that I have talked to in every grade and every level has expressed anxiety about the test and how much more challenging it was than anything we have ever given.  The state has given us very little information what the test will look like this year.  The good news is that it is not being used for promotion this year.  Generally when we do ISAT simulations, we are trying to get the kids ready for the testing environment and less on how they “did” – especially in this case when the test was light years beyond what I have ever seen a third grader do.  

Weekend Homework: 

Reading – Read with an adult. 

Pages 534 – 535 “Vocabulary in Context” 

Pages 538 – 557 “ The Extra Good Sunday- Ramona Quimby, Age 8”

Pages 562-564 “Imagine a Recipe” 

Vocabulary Words: festive, ingredients, degrees, recommend, anxiously, cross, remarked, tense

Spelling Words:  nurse, work, shirt, hurt, first, word, serve, curly, dirt, third, worry, turn, stir, firm, her, girl, perfect, hamburger, flirt, bird

Math:  Pages 382-383 1-14
             Page 385, Problems 1-9

